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Act One 

Scene 1: Venice Beach, CA 

ñIôm Aliveò ................................................................................ Kira, Muses, Ensemble 

Scene 2: Santa Monica Pier 

ñMagicò ......................................................................... Kira, Sonny. Muses (offstage) 

Scene 3: Santa Monica Pier 

ñEvil Womanò .................................................................. Melpomene, Calliope, Sirens 

Scene 4: Outside the shut-down Xanadu Theatre 

ñSuddenlyò ................................................................................................. Kira, Sonny 

Scene 5: The Business Office of Danny McGuire 

ñWhenever Youôre Away from Meò .................................... Danny, Kira, Young Danny 

Scene 6: Inside the old Xanadu Theatre 

ñDancinò ....................................... Danny, Sonny, Andrews Sisters, Tubes, Ensemble 

ñStrange Magicò ........................................................ Melpomene, Calliope, Kira, Eros 

ñAll Over The Worldò ....................................... Sonny, Danny, Kira, Muses, Ensemble 

ñDonôt Walk Awayò ............... Sonny, Danny, Melpomene, Calliope, Muses, Ensemble 

Act Two: 

Scene 7: Venice Beach, CA 

ñAll Over the World Repriseò ........................................................... Muses, Ensemble 

ñMagic Repriseò .................................................................. Kira, Melpomene, Calliope 

ñFoolò ..................................................................... Kira, Melpomene, Calliope, Muses 

ñThe Fallò ........................................................... Sonny, Melpomene, Calliope, Muses 

Scene 8: Between Earth & Mt. Olympus 

ñSuspended in Timeò ................................................................................. Kira, Sonny 

Scene 9: Mt. Olympus 

ñHave You Never Been Mellow?ò ........................ Kira, Zeus, Hera, Thetis, Aphrodite,  

 Cyclops, Medusa, Centaur 

Scene 10: Inside the Xanadu Roller Disco 

ñXanaduò ............................................... Kira, Sonny, Danny, Muses, Entire Company 

Time: the timeless 1980s! 





Directorôs Notes 

In 1979, after the movie musical Grease made a star out of Olivia Newton-John, film 
producers were desperate for a quick follow-up vehicle to take advantage of the Aus-
tralian singerôs newfound fame. What they unleashed in 1980 was Xanadu, a notori-
ous movie musical bomb about a California artist opening up a roller disco (just as 
disco was dying) that inspired the Golden Raspberry Awards (the Razzies), which still 
exist today honoring the worst movies made each year. The movie is the cinematic 
version of the Cinnamon Challenge ï so laughably bad, itôs not even good bad. Sadly, 
it was legendary actor-hoofer Gene Kellyôs last film and the script is a trainwreck, 
more a loose structure upon which to hang pop hits for Ms. N-J and the filmôs featured 
band, the Electric Light Orchestra. So much of the film just doesnôt make sense: 
thereôs an animated filler sequence in which the romantic leads turn into fish (um, 
okay), an endless kitchen-sink mini-concert in the end featuring dancing mimes 
(why??) cowgirls (huh??), trapeze artists and other random flotsam (look for Easter 
eggs in the final number, movie fans). Oh, and the special effects are Tron 1.0 level 
primitive & hilarious. The filmôs only saving grace was its soundtrack propelling ONJ to 

#1 on the US charts with ñMagicò with the title track soaring to #1 in the U.K. 

So why oh why would Marshall High School be producing the musical version of this 
widely panned disaster?  In 2007 the Broadway version hit with a hilarious book by 
Douglas Carter Beane, which makes copious fun of the filmôs ludicrous plot; it added a 
welcome subplot with two evil scheming muse sisters, and makes snide swipes at 80s 
pop culture. Starring Kerry Butler & Cheyenne Jackson, the Broadway version was a 
hit running 500 performances and earned a Tony Award nomination for Best Musical. 
And it is a hoot!  I had the joy of seeing a side-splitting production locally at Signature 
Theatre in Arlington in 2010 and I laughed till I hurt. It instantly became a favorite. 
When my daughter played the lead down the street at what was then called George 
Mason High School, I was so excited I got to watch it multiple times, gleefully looking 
forward to its epic silliness each night. Right there and then, the title went onto my 

ñMust Directò bucket list. 

Cut to 2020, and Statesmen Theatre was four weeks into rehearsal ï when the pan-
demic hit and closed down the world and our show. That was a heartbreaker, watch-
ing an extraordinarily talented group of kids have the rug pulled out from under them.  
We did manage to rally and put together a lip-synced final number that kids filmed in 
their homes; the amazing Luke Batarseh edited it, and it dropped on what would have 
been the playôs opening night via Zoom. It was a bittersweet celebration, and the best 
we could do at the time.  But I wasnôt finished with this play. Weôd bought props for 
that show (an animatronic pony!), and our muses costumes were half-made when we 
shut down ï and I couldnôt see throwing them out. I still wanted to direct this piece 
eventually, and felt what better time than with our current seniors (Lia Davila & Sara 
Porjosh) who were freshman in that OG cast? So for me, this is a kind of needed clo-
sure, getting this show across the finish line with the coronavirus in the rearview mir-
ror. And in todayôs polarized times, donôt we all need something silly and wacky that 

we can all laugh at together?  We hope you enjoy this time travel episode to the 80s! 



Cast & Crew Head Bios 

Rayan Afif (Thalia) a senior, is a current Art & Social Justice Fellow 
with Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company & Strathmore. They have 
participated in all 15 shows at Marshall within the past 4 years, in a 
variety of different roles including publicity, scenic painting/design, 
props design, performance, playwriting, and direction. Some of their 
favorites are: Blue Stockings (Assôt Stage Manager), A Midsummer 
Nightôs Dream (Snug/Lion), and Edit Profile. You may have seen their 

play, Shards of Our Heart, in the one-act festival this past winter.  

Kayla Awad (Andrews Sister/Ensemble), a senior, is performing in her 
first (and last) school musical. Sheôs spent the last 4 years in Chorus 
and decided to try something new during her final months in high 
school. She will continue on to James Madison University in the Fall to 
pursue Architectural Design. Kayla wouldnôt have been a part of this 
show without her friends who supported and encouraged her through 
the whole audition process, as they were a blast to work with, and her 

mom, who never knew when to expect Kayla home from rehearsal.  

Emmie Baldwin (Assistant Stage Manager), junior, is in her 7th show 
with Statesmen Theatre. She has stage managed previous shows 
such as A Midsummer Nightôs Dream, Blue Stockings, and most 
recently Over Coffee for The Winter One Act Festival. Emmie mostly 
works backstage building & moving set pieces, creating & organizing 
props, and wrangling actors & techs. This will be Emmieôs first time 
managing a musical and she is very excited. She would like to thank 

all of the techs for working so hard to put this show together. 

Reyna Berry (Hera/Ensemble) (she/her) has been doing theatre 
since 6th grade and plans to continue in college (alongside studying 
literature). You might have seen her as Celia in Blue Stockings and 
Helen in Black Sabbath Sleepover this past year, or in various other 
roles throughout high school. She is also a Mentor with Arena 
Stageôs Voices of Now program. Xanadu is a wild showðso sit back, 

relax, and have a blast!  

Joshua Bouie (Ensemble) is a freshman in the ensemble, a choir 
student who decided to try something new. He is here now and 

hopefully for the future as well.  

Molly Brewer (Skater/Ensemble) is a Junior at Marshall high; she 
is in ensemble and part of the costume crew for Xanadu. She has 
previously been in The Wizard of Oz, Seussical the Musical Jr , A 
Midsummer Nightôs Dream, Madame Morrible in A Wicked Medley, 
a Maid in Blue Stockings, and Vera in this yearôs VHSL play Black 
Sabbath Sleepover. This is her second year at Marshall and she is 

very excited that she gets to be a part of Xanadu! 





Cast & Crew Head Bios 

Sadie Brewer (Featured Skater/Skate Coach/Ensemble) is a fresh-
man at Marshall High School who is very excited to be in her first high 
school show as a part of Xanadu. Sadie is very grateful to be able to 
roller skate with the musical. Sadie would like to thank her parents for 

encouraging her all the way in her journey of skating.  

Kate Butterworth (Erato/Young Danny) a junior, is ecstatic to be in 
her 3rd Statesmen Theatre show! Favorite prior credits include A 
Year with Frog & Toad (Lady Bird) and Fiddler on the Roof (Golda). 
She also performed in the Winter One Acts this year as Julia from 
Trapped in Denial and the Chicken Mom in Black Sabbath Sleepover. 
Sheôd like to thank her family for putting up with her constant singing 
as well as her fellow cast member, Sophia Welch, for helping her 

experience her love for theater and singing to the fullest this year.  

Benjamin Campagnuolo (Centaur/Tube/Ensemble) is enjoying his 
last hurrah with Statesmen Theatreðin his first musical! He stayed 
out of Xanadu freshman year, and is excited to be a part of it his 
senior year! After acting in 8 productions and directing 2 original one-
acts in the last four years, Benjamin is immensely thankful for States-
men Theatre and Mr. DeLeo for giving him a plethora of opportunities 
to explore his passion for theatre and storytelling, on and offstage. 

He is going to keep exploring that passion in college and as a career.  

Sharon Cho (Ensemble) is excited to participate in her first musical 
production! She is a current Chorus student, and has participated in 
Cheer at Marshall as well. She would like to thank her parents for 
their encouragement and the all the cast, crew, and teachers for 

making Xanadu a memorable experience. 

Lia Davila (Calliope) is thrilled to end her senior year with such a fun 
show! This is her seventh show with Statesmen Theatre, and she is 
so grateful to all the amazing people she has met through this pro-
gram. Some of her favorite memories with ST include getting to direct 
her own play Trapped In Denial in this yearôs Winter One Acts with 
the best cast, and dancing in the rain after the BVD Awards last year. 
She would also like to send endless hugs and kisses to her family, 

friends, and everyone who has made high school so special. <3  

Saniya Desai (Terpsichore) is excited to be the muse of dance in 
Xanadu. This is Saniyaôs 2nd year and 7th Statesmen Theatre show.. 
Saniya has most enjoyed playing a Lady Bird in A Year with Frog and 
Toad, and Rachel in Murder Murder. Drawn to the stage as a toddler, 
Saniya feels most alive when sheôs acting, singing and dancing. Sani-
ya appreciates Mr. DeLeo, Ms. Powell, Ahmad Maaty, and her voice 
coach for encouraging her to push her performance limits, and her 

family, friends, and dog, Leo, for their support & encouragement.  





Cast & Crew Head Bios 

Dale DeVinney (Sonny) is super excited to be taking part in his first 
musical with Statesmen Theatre. He wants to thank Mr. DeLeo & Ms. 
Powell for casting him, his friends for supporting him, and Ben for 
convincing him to do theatre again. Heôs so glad that he gets to end 

his senior year doing something he loves.  

Natasha Dormont (Costumes Head), a junior, is thrilled to be a part of 
Xanadu! This will be her 3rd time at Marshall being on costumes for a 
show and her second time as a costume head. In addition to being a 
tech, Natasha is also an actress. Some of her acting credits at Mar-
shall include Blue Stockings (Carolyn), Black Sabbath Sleepover 
(Cara), and Over Coffee (Elaine). She would like to thank all the cast 

and crew for all of their hard work that was put into this show!  

Percy Eisele (Lighting Head) is a senior at Marshall and is very excit-
ed to be doing lights for Xanadu! This is his ninth and final show with 
Statesmen Theater. Notable credits include Hippolyta in Midsummer 
Nightôs Dream, Stage Manager for Blue Stockings, Producer of the 
2023 Winter One-Acts, and a professional credit as a carpenter for 
Under the Sea with Dredgie McGee at 1st Stage. They want to thank 
Statesmen Theater from the bottom of their heart for four wonderful 

years of theater.  

Miracle Eric (Ensemble) is really excited to be part of the play and 
also excited to perform with others. As a chorus student, she loves 
dancing and singing but most especially the drama. Sheôs looking 

forward to acting next.  

Omar Falki (Zeus/Tube/Ensemble) is currently in his junior year of 
high school and hopes to get into either Julliard or Yale for college. He 
has played the characters of Ralph, the dastardly Dr. Maudsley and 
Mr. Anderson in the fall play Blue Stockings. He hopes to impress in 
his role as Zeus and overall to constantly improve his acting skills. He 

hopes you enjoy the show! 

Brianna Febo-Almeida (Siren/Ensemble) is a senior at Marshall 
High School. Though she has been involved in choir for the past four 
years, this is her first time performing in a theater production. She is 
grateful for the opportunity to be in Xanadu, and appreciative for the 
encouragement and support from her family, friends, directors (choir 

and theater), and fellow cast members. Enjoy the show!  





Cast & Crew Head Bios 

Julia Friefeld (Ensemble) is a freshman and is excited to be participat-
ing in her first show at Marshall. Most recently she was in the ensemble 
of Matilda Jr. last year at Kilmer, and she has been in a few other pro-
ductions in the past. She would like to thank her family for their love 

and support.  

Phillip Goke (Ensemble) is a sophomore who is excited for his first 
musical here at Marshall. Previously he was in the fall play Blue Stock-
ings (Professor Radleigh/Snooty Womanôs Husband) as well as two of 
the One-Acts earlier this year, Dating Blind (Max) and Over Coffee 
(Customer). He also was in An Addams Family Musical (Lucas Bein-

eke) at Leesville High School in Louisiana  

Ella Greher (Siren/Ensemble), a sophomore, is excited to be partici-
pating in her first musical with GCM! She was a part of the VHSL one-
act Black Sabbath Sleepover (ensemble) and got her first ever lead 
role as Juniper in the student-written short play, Over Coffee. Other 
credits include Footloose (Mrs. Dunbar) and The Lion King 
(ensemble). She is grateful for her family and their support of her 
passion in theatre and for her friends in both Colorado and Virginia for 

putting up with her occasionally theatrical personality!  

Brandyn Heath (Backstage Crew Head) is a senior who is excited to 
be working on his seventh show at Marshall. Other backstage credits 
include: A Midsummer Night's Dream, Frog & Toad, Blue Stockings 
and the One-Acts both this year and last, but this is his first time as a 
crew head. Brandyn Is planning to attend Christopher Newport Uni-
versity following year. He has had fun working on all the shows at 
Marshall and would like to thank his teachers and family for support-

ing him throughout all of his shows.  

Marz Jackle (Thetis/Ensemble) is so excited to be in her sixth pro-
duction with Statesmen Theatre! You may have seen her last as 
Glynnis in this yearôs VHSL play Black Sabbath Sleepover, or as 
Mouse in last springôs A Year with Frog & Toad. She would like to 
thank her family and friends for supporting her and she hopes you 

enjoy the show!  

Sofia Kadkhodai (Medusa/Featured skater/Ensemble) is a sopho-
more whoôs exited to be in her first musical at Marshall High School. 
She has first appeared on the Marshall stage doing various choir 
productions, including the annual themed show, which is always her 
favorite. Credits to Mom and Dad, whoôve driven her to multiple re-

hearsals.  





Cast & Crew Head Bios 

Laelia Kavalier (Andrews Sister/Aphrodite/Ensemble) is a senior who 
is excited to be in her first theater production. She has always sung in 
choir, and when sheôs not on stage at Marshall, she is somewhere 
around town performing as a Vienna Singing Princess and bringing 
smiles to children's faces. Laelia will be majoring in neuroscience next 
fall at Virginia Tech and would like to thank her friends and family for 

supporting her and coming to all her shows!  

Zoe Mazur (Ensemble) (they/them), a junior, is excited to finally be in 
a full Marshall production - and such an exciting, funny musical, too! 
After only doing One-Act festivals since they got to high school, they 
are grateful to have the chance to be here and look forward to future 
productions. Theyôd like to compliment everyone who has worked on 
this awesome musical, and shout-out to Ms. Powell, the choir director, 
for encouraging them to audition. Finally, theyôre grateful for their 

family - especially their mom, for her support in all of their endeavors.  

Kieran Mertz (Hair & Makeup Head) is a sophomore working his 
seventh show with Statesmen Theater. He thoroughly enjoys working 
with this company surrounded by his family and friends at every step 
of the way. You may (or may not) have seen his work in the past for 
Blue Stockings, A Midsummerôs Night Dream, and A Year with Frog 
and Toad. Heôd love to give a special thanks to his close friends (you 
know who you are) for being there for him, and an even specialer 

thanks to the entire theater company for tolerating him.  

Katie Myers (Stage Manager) is excited to work her fifth show at 
Marshall. She has previously stage managed a one act play (Macho), 
assistant stage managed A Year with Frog and Toad; she has also 
done special effects for three One Act plays and this year's VHSL 
play Black Sabbath Sleepover. She would like to thank the cast and 

crew for all of their hard work over the past few months!  

Jaya Nath (Stage Manager) a junior, is so excited to be doing her 
seventh show with Statesmen Theatre! She is so proud of her cast 
and fellow crew members for all the hard work they have put into 
making this show amazing, and would like to thank her friends and 
families for their support. She hopes you will enjoy this totally insane 

production of Xanadu, break legs everybody!  

George Owino (Eros/Ensemble), is a freshman who is excited to be a 
part of Xanadu, his second Statesmen Theatre production! His acting 
credits include Matilda (Eric) at Kilmer MS and Murder Murder (Lucas) 
at GCM. George would like to thank his mother for always supporting 
him and chauffeuring him to and from rehearsals and he would also 
like to thank everyone who worked on this musical. He hopes the 

audience enjoys the show!  


