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!ƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ  

 Blue Stockings explores an influential school year (1896) at Girton Col-

lege in Cambridge, England where women are fighting for their right to earn 

degrees and graduate like their male counter-parts. Four young women en-

counter challenges that have been ingrained at the root of education for 

women and their social statuses. Even in the 21st-century, women experi-

ence inequality in their social statuses around the world. In the United 

States, women continue to experience wage gaps in the workplace. Both, in 

the United States and United Kingdom, women share less seats in parlia-

ment compared to men. In Southwest Asia and North Africa, women are ex-

periencing expansive barriers when trying to receive an education or enter 

the workforce. Needless to say, Blue Stockings is an incredibly relevant and 

powerful piece that symbolizes a key moment in womenôs fight for equality. 

 Hereôs what you need to know about the time and setting: 

 Queen Victoria (the queen at the time) did not directly support educa-

tion for women. She believed that femininity surrounded the man and 

housework and did not include education. However, she had her own educa-

tion at home that focused on distinct and intricate subjects, specific to her 

role as a monarch. She took classes such as arithmetic, and learned lan-

guages such as French and German. Furthermore, she promoted the work of 

Stickney Ellis, who spoke on the moral responsibility of women to have an 

education and use it, but in a way that does not interfere with their domestic 

duties.  

 Founded in 1879, Somerville (Oxford University) and Lady Margaret 

Hall (Oxford University) were the first womensô colleges to be created in 

England. Girton followed soon after on October 16, 1869 with Cambridge 

University.  

 Girton College was founded by Sarah Emily Davis, a suffragette who was 

educated at home yet proved her and other womenôs worth through giving 

ñevidence at the schoolôs inquiry commissionò (Britannica). Her activism and 

fight for womenôs education strayed from her peers in that she wanted equal 

admissions for women compared to men. Girton was founded with the suf-

fragette mindset but strayed from those ideals to appeal to men so that they 

could win their right to graduate, but really, to even have the vote. 

        - Rayan Afif, Dramaturg 



Rayan Afif (Assôt Stage Manager/Dramaturg/Scenic Painter), a senior, is ecstatic 

to be a part of Statesmen Theatreôs production of Blue Stockings! They have par-

ticipated in numerous Marshall productions before, both as a tech and actor. You 

may have seen their play TheraDate in last winterôs one-act festival Actin' Out, or 

seen them in A Midsummer Night's Dream, Working, Edit Profile, and others! Ra-

yan would like to thank their family, friends, & teachers for supporting their pas-

sion for theatre.  

Cast & Crew Head Bios  

Sophia Alexander (Mrs. Welsh), a junior, is thrilled to be a part of Marshallôs 

production of Blue Stockings! Previously, she has been in A Midsummer Nightôs 

Dream, Saved, and A Year with Frog and Toad. She wants to thank her family 

for driving her to and from rehearsals, the great cast and crew (especially Sara 

M for being her rehearsal buddy), and her friends for supporting her and always 

being there. She hopes you enjoy the show!!  

Haya Al-Maliki (Minnie), a sophomore, is proud to be playing Minnie in the fall 

play Blue Stockings. You may have seen her in Macho in last yearôs Winter One-

Acts, as well as backstage doing makeup for A Midsummer Nightôs Dream and A 

Year With Frog and Toad. Sheôs excited to get back into theatre this year and for 

years to come!  

Emmie Baldwin (Assôt Stage Manager) is a junior and Blue Stockings is her 5th 

show working as a tech at Marshall. She has previously worked on props, lights, 

backstage crew, and is excited to be stage managing again. She would like to 

thank her prior stage managers Sohani Agarwal & Abby Brunner for showing her 

the ropes, all the tech crew for working so hard, her friends for helping her 

through junior year, and the cast for putting in their all during rehearsals. 

Reyna Berry (Celia Willibond), is ecstatic to be playing an awkward nerd who 

loves to Can-Can. A senior, this is Reyna's 8th show with Statesmen Theatre. 

You may have seen her in Acting Out! (Terry the Therapist), Captain of the Bible 

Quiz Team (Mrs. Dahl), or A Midsummer Night's Dream (Egea) last year. A big 

thanks to everyone who has driven her home from rehearsal (who says legal 

adults have to be able to drive?) and to her sister for taking the weekend off to 

come see the show. Now put on your bluest stockings and get ready to cry!  



Cast & Crew Head Bios  

Eliott Boon (Edwards) is excited be a part of Statesmen Theater again. He is a 

sophomore, and has previously been a part of the ensemble in A Midsummer 

Nightôs Dream and various roles in last yearôs Winter One-Act Festival Actinô Out, 

both at Marshall High School. He would like to thank his friends for everything and 

his family for always supporting him.  

Molly Brewer (Maid/Costume Crew/Understudy-Celia & Minnie) is a Junior at Mar-

shall High School, and is playing the maid and other extra roles in Blue Stockings. 

She has previously played a Munchkin in a Wizard of Oz production, a bird in Seus-

sical the Musical, and Madame Morrible in a Wicked Medley. This is her second 

year at Marshall and she is very excited that she is able to perform in person instead 

of online. She would also like to thank her family! 

Benjamin Campagnuolo (Ralph Mayhew) wonders: has it already been 4 years?! 

Benjamin started his theatrical journey his freshman year in The Gifted Program; 

took part in 3 online shows his sophomore year, played love-drunk Lysander in A 

Midsummer Nightôs Dream, and even got to direct his own one act Macho last 

year. He is excited to start his senior year and wants to thank his family for dealing 

with him through all the college application craziness as well as his amazing and 

talented cast and crew for helping to put on this incredible show! 

Nova Chien (Sound Co-Head) is a sophomore who debuted last fall working 

sound on A Midsummer Nightôs Dream, then continued with last yearôs One-Act 

Festival, and A Year with Frog and Toad. Nova would love to thank their family for 

supporting all their creative passions, their wonderful friends for being some of the 

most amazing people ever, as well as fellow sound head, Laila, for being an 

amazing co-head and friend!  

Saniya Desai (Mrs. Lindley / Understudy-Carolyn), a sophomore, is pleased to be 

in her 2nd year participating in GCMôs drama program, and her 4th show at Mar-

shall. Saniya caught the acting bug early, participating in her first musical at age 

6. Saniya is also a member of Camerata, advanced Womenôs Choir, and has 

been dancing since age 2, with training in 8 dance styles. Saniya continues to 

hone her acting, singing and dancing skills through summer programs, like LM 

Project (conducted by Broadway performers), and Young Actors of America at the 

Strathmore.  



Cast & Crew Head Bios  

Natasha Dormont (Carolyn Addison) is a junior who is proud to be making her 

Statesmen Theatre debut in Blue Stockings! Natasha was not only an actor in 

Blue Stockings, but she also worked as a tech and on costumes as well. She 

would like to thank the cast and crew for all their hard work and dedication to this 

production!  

Percy Eisele (Stage Manager) is a senior and is so excited to be working on 

his 7th show at Marshall. Previous acting credits include Be More Chill 

(Michael) and RENT (Mark) at Harmonia School of Music, and A Midsummer's 

Night Dream (Hippolyta) at GCM. Percy helped build sets for Under the Sea 

with Dredgie McGee at Tysonôs 1st Stage Theater. Percy has been a stage 

manager for TheraDate and lighting tech for Frog & Toad. They would like to 

thank their family for their support throughout the years.  

her  her  

Nia Evans (Librarian / Understudy Maeve & Mrs. Bott / Accent coach) is ex-

cited to begin her sophomore year by acting in her 1st production with States-

men Theatre. She would like to thank her parents for their constant support, 

her friends for their encouragement, and the bus services, so she didnôt turn 

into a human popsicle walking home.  

Omar Falki (Dr. Maudsley/Prof. Anderson/Mr. Peck) is currently a junior at 

Marshall making his debut with Statesmen Theatre. Heôd like to thank his fam-

ily, though none of them has ever pursued an interest in the arts, but they've 

always been supportive. He also thanks his close friends for supporting him 

through all the decisions heôs made, stupid or not. He thanks you for reading 

and advises: just try to put yourself out there, you never know what chances 

you may receive.  

Phillip Goke (Professor Radleigh/Snooty Womanôs Husband) is a sopho-

more, and is thankful to be cast in this play. This is his first play here at Mar-

shall but he played Lucas Beineke in An Addams Family Musical at Leesville 

High School in Louisiana before this. He's thankful for this opportunity and for 

the cast and crew.  



Cast & Crew Head Bios  

Kaden Hughes (Lloyd) was born and raised in the "always sunny" US Virgin 

Islands. He has always been involved with theater. From lead roles such as 

Simba in The Lion King or JoJo in Seussical, he has crafted his theatrical abili-

ties to a great extent. Moving to Virginia last year, he played Peter Quince in A 

Midsummer Night's Dream at GCM. He looks forward to continuing his acting in 

college next year, but will definitely miss his Statesmen Theater home.  

Samantha Lauber (Backstage Crew Head) is a junior and was in the tech thea-

ter class for the past two years. She has worked on last yearôs Winter one-act 

Macho and A Year With Frog and Toad on the backstage run crew. This year 

she is becoming a paid tech to help out with other theater related activities.  

Kieran Mertz (Costume/Makeup Head) is a sophomore working his 4th States-

men Theatre show. He thoroughly enjoys Costume & Makeup which is surpris-

ing considering how much heôs sobbed over this. You may or may not have 

seen his work in the past for A Midsummerôs Night Dream and A Year with Frog 

& Toad. Heôd like to give a special thanks to his friends for tolerating him , Ms 

Cressman, our Costume mom, for dealing with his bad jokes, and lastly, Sohani 

Agarwal, the since- graduated Costume head for teaching him everything.  

Caden Mitchell (Billy / Prof. Collins) is a freshman who is excited to be in his 

1st high school play! Past roles include Help Desk (Mike), Moana (ensemble) 

at Jackson MS; The Beatle Club (David), To Kill a Mockingbird (Dill), A 

Christmas Carol (Tiny Tim) at Providence Players; and Pinocchio (title role) at 

Creative Cauldron. When Caden is not acting you can find him playing ulti-

mate frisbee, swimming, or hiking. He thanks Mr. DeLeo, and his parents for 

convincing him to try theater all those years ago.  

Sara Moharerrzadeh (Miss Bott), a sophomore, has enjoyed her experience 

in the Theatre Program with Mr. DeLeo for the past two years. She worked on 

the crew of Lagging Out last year and the spring musical, A Year With Frog & 

Toad. She enjoys working with her fellow actors and is proud to finally see 

their hard work in the spotlight! Sara would like to thank Mr. DeLeo & Ms. 

Tate for their help creating Ms. Bott's character, her parents for transportation 

to and from rehearsals, and Sophia Alexander for being the best "rehearsal 

buddy" ever!  



Cast & Crew Head Bios  
Han Nguyen (Maeve Sullivan), a sophomore, debuted last year with Providence 

Players Community Theater and is excited to be in her 1st full-length GCM show. 

Past roles include The Beatle Club (Karen), Junie B Jones, Jingle Bells! Batman 

Smells! (Lucile), and The Mug (Stephanie). She thanks Mr. DeLeo for this oppor-

tunity, her family for not making her walk the long mile home after rehearsals, 

and her friends for smiling and nodding every time theatre was brought up in 

conversation!  

Allison Petersen (Props Head) is a junior and this is her second high school 

play. She worked on costume crew for Macho in last yearôs Winter One Acts. 

She would like to thank everyone working on the play and a special thanks to 

the props crew for working extra hard.  

Daniel Petry (Mr. Banks) is a senior and this is his 3rd show here at Marshall. 

He played Father Frog / Ensemble in last yearôs A Year With Frog & Toad as well 

as Demetrius in A Midsummer Night's Dream. Daniel moved to Marshall during 

his Junior year after having done theatre at his previous school in Taipei, and he 

is so thankful to have become part of such a wonderful community. This is also 

one of his last plays in high school and he is so thankful to his family who have to 

seen them all since elementary school.  

Sara Porjosh (Miss Blake) is so excited to be a part of her 6th Statesmen The-

atre show! You may have seen her as Titania in A Midsummer Nightôs Dream, 

or Turtle/Mother Frog in A Year With Frog and Toad. She also has a passion for 

singing, traveling the country and competing in vocal competitions. Sara would 

like to thank her parents for supporting her love of performing and listening to 

her talk in a British accent during the rehearsal process. She hopes everyone 

enjoys the show as much as she has enjoyed being a part of it!  

Graham Poteat (Will Bennett) is in his second year with Statesman Theater, and 

the second production he has been in (he was in various Winter One-Acts last 

year). He really enjoys being in theater and appreciates being cast. Graham 

looks forward to being cast in many more productions throughout his time in the 

theater department. 



Cast & Crew Head Bios  

Tola Reasons (Stuffy cafe lady / Understudy-Mrs Welsh & Miss Blake), is a 

junior who is excited to be in yet another theatre production,. Prior to this, Tola 

has worked on the winter one acts, as well as local productions. Tola has a 

knack for theatre and truly enjoys the people that come with it. Tola would like 

to thank her friends for supporting her trying something new, and the theatre 

department for making this such a fun thing to be a part of.  

Laila Reja (Sound Co-Head) is a senior and excited to be part of the Blue 

Stockings crew. This is her second show at Marshall, her first one being last 

yearôs Winter One Acts on sound. Laila would like to thank her family and 

her crew members for inspiring her to be part of tech theatre.  

Maddie Schoepf (Lighting Head) is excited to be a part of the Blue Stockings 

crew. A sophomore, this is her 5th show with Statesmen Theatre. Some of her 

shows at Marshall include: A Midsummer Night's Dream, Captain of the Bible 

Quiz Team, and A Year with Frog & Toad. Maddie would like to thank her fami-

ly and fellow tech crew for supporting her in her journey; as well as Ms. Kozik, 

who started her on her path to lighting.  

Pressley Stevens (Wardrobe Head), a Sophomore, is working on her 4th 

production here at Statesmen Theater. She helped with costumes for A Mid-

summerôs Night Dream and A Year with Frog and Toad, as well as organizing 

the costumes for The Mug. She would like to thank her friends at Marshall 

and Madison, the actors sheôs worked with, her fellow Techs for helping dur-

ing the *many* costume crises that have happened during the shows, and AJ 

Hernandez for forcibly adopting her the moment they saw her.  

Georgia Streett (Waitress / Ensemble / Understudy-Tess) a freshman, is 

proud to be a part of Statesman Theatre. Due to COVID restrictions as well 

as recently moving to the area, Georgia has been away from the stage for a 

few years, but sheôs thrilled to be back. Sheôd like to thank all of her incredible 

castmates, the crew, her director, and all those involved for their hard work 

and dedication in making the play a success and for welcoming her to the 

family.  


